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In other posts, HNEC female staff are linked to corruption or moral degradation. This type of
content not only harms the institution as an entity but also exposes its employees to direct
psychological and social risk, especially women.

It is also concerning that some of these posts exploit cultural and religious foundations to
shape the discourse of incitement, suggesting that women should remain away from public
life, reflecting a restrictive vision that excludes women from any institutional or representative
role.

These patterns suggest that a large part of the hostile rhetoric against the HNEC does not stem
from legitimate political criticism but from attitudes that see the presence of women in power
as athreat to the traditional system and use the HNEC here as a front for this public discontent,
which creates enormous pressure on its work and seeks to undermine its independence.

Finally, this type of rhetoric is directly related to the erosion of trust in the electoral process
itself. When the electoral management body becomes subject to this amount of skepticism,
insults, and symbolic threats, its legitimacy in the eyes of the public is damaged, and the door
is opened to waves of electoral boycotts or rejection of polling results.

Conclusion: The digital attacks on HNEC are no longer just emotional reactions but have
become an institutionalized discourse that combines discrimination against women,
institutional humiliation, and political skepticism, which requires proactive intervention to
protect the electoral process and its staff and ensure the integrity of the democratic process
as a whole.
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Women Candidates in the Face of Violence — When Political Ambitions
become a Cause of Attack

The analysis of the posts directed against women candidates shows that violence does not
target their campaigns or competencies, but rather the presence of women in public space
itself. It also reveals a direct exclusionary pattern that sees women's candidacy as a "deviation"
from their traditional roles, which shows attempts to create a collective perception that
women's presence in elections is a form of "chaos" or "mockery" rather than a legitimate
political entitlement.

For example, approximately 17 posts targeting the candidate Zaira Al-Magtouf, a candidate
for the municipality of Zliten in the first group of municipal council elections, were monitored.
This indicates an organized verbal attack campaign against the candidate, in which her
eligibility was questioned solely because of her gender in complete disregard of her
qualifications or competence. The posts were dominated by an exclusionary discourse that
links the political leadership to masculinity exclusively, and portrays the appointment of a
woman as mayor as a disgrace to society. They also included explicit calls to retract the
decision, along with accusations of forgery and conspiracy, as well as religious references to
justify exclusion and a recall of the identity of "masculinity" as a prerequisite for leadership
in a discourse that stimulates societal stigmatization and the symbolic annihilation of women
from the political space.

Figures show that the candidacy of 4.76% of women were impacted and 16.57% have
experienced social isolation or marginalization, reinforcing the hypothesis that online violence
is utilized as a tool to reset social boundaries and exclude women from the political space in
"soft" but effective methods.

Ultimately, this pattern of targeting shows that online violence in the Libyan context is not
carried out randomly, but rather selects victims with public or political status necessitating
multi-level interventions that go beyond technical remedy and include building a counter-
discourse and protection of Libyan women in the public space.

Hate Speech against HNEC: Questioning its Integrity and Direct Incitement

The High National Elections Commission (HNEC) has recently witnessed a clear escalation in
the severity of hostile rhetoric directed against it, as nearly 20 posts have been monitored,
either directly or by targeting its employees and those who represent it in the digital space.

In this context, a discourse that questions the integrity and impartiality of the HNEC is
repeated and is not limited to criticism, but it also uses sarcasm and ridicule or inappropriate
language to describe its staff. This degrading language aims at targeting the institution’s
professionalism and creates stereotypes aimed at destroying the public’s trust in HNEC.

12
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Who are the victims?

The analysis of the posts showed that online targeting is highly focused on certain women,
respectively Wafa Al-Kilani, Najla Al-Mangoush, Rania Al-Khoja, Houria Tarmal, Hana Al-
Dheeb, Rabab Halab, Al Zayra Al Magtouf , female members of the House of Representatives,
and Libyan women (as a collective concept of women participating in the public space) with
varying levels of violence and defamation.

Other names such as Sabah Jumaa Tarhouni, Masouda Al-Aswad, and Halima Al-Busaifi were
also targeted despite the number of posts targeting them being less, which indicates that the
scope of online violence extends to any woman who is seen as a political actor or is visible in
the public space, whether through candidacy, membership in parliament, government, media
presence, or even through a symbolic connection with authority or public activity.

This not only reflects how well-known the victims are, but also reveals a cumulative pattern
whereby the more women are seen in public, the more likely they are to be attacked,
confirming the existence of an informal "collective punishment" mechanism practiced by the
online environment against women in public spaces.

lagiwl 8lysl 30 ,iST aul

11



Online Violence against Women

’ Monitoring Report January-june 2025

Who is behind the hate speech targeting women?

The data shows that the majority of hate posts do not come from well-known political or
media figures, but come from unknown people or from public pages that are not attributed
to a specific party. It is also interesting that the pages that contain the largest number of
inflammatory or insulting comments are not necessarily platforms directly responsible for this
discourse, but rather they often publish public content containing pictures of political women
after manipulating their pictures so that a wide range of followers interact with them.

It has been observed that a large part of the online violence appears in the comments section
rather than in the original posts, which means that these pages are used as open spaces for
the practice of hate speech by users.

1. What distinguishes this discourse is its apparent spontaneity and horizontal spread, as it
is not used as a direct political propaganda tool by well-known parties, but rather reflects
a concerning societal tendency, adopted by ordinary users who hide behind anonymous
or symbolic identities. This pattern complicates the task of institutional response to it, as
it does not have a clear position or a body that can be held legally accountable.

2. The absence of violent rhetoric on the official pages of political parties or official media
channels is also observed, which may be explained by one of two possibilities: either the
existence of self-censorship to avoid institutional reputation damage, or the use of
indirect expression by these actors through fake accounts or through the activation of
online networks that adopt offensive rhetoric on their behalf.

3. The phenomenon of anonymity is emerging as a key element in fueling this type of
discourse. In Libya's digital culture, many users prefer to stay away from public
confrontation to maintain their social reputation, which creates an environment that
allows symbolic violence to be practiced without accountability or tracking. Analysis of
extreme violent posts (which include terms such as murder, rape, and betrayal) showed
that most of them came from unverified accounts or pages.

4. Itis noteworthy that women who appear as influencers or political activists were the most
vulnerable to this type of online violence, often from anonymous accounts, which reflects
social concern about the visibility of women in the public space and turns this concern
into an exclusionary discourse aimed at marginalizing them or removing them from the
political scene.

5. Ultimately, these patterns suggest that violent discourse in Libya is not driven from the
top, but stems from the grassroots and is fueled by the absence of online censorship, an
exclusionary culture against women, and the tacit acceptance that violent expression
against women is justified in politics.
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1

The most common online violence is psychological violence, with its effects seen in
78% of cases, showing that the main goal of violence is to demoralize and deter
women from public participation.

2

Describing women in terms of incompetence is directly related to the high
psychological impact and is used as a prelude to legitimize harsher hate speech.

3- Women working in the political space account for 61% of those targeted, they are
also targeted with the harshest rhetoric (reflecting a direct link between political
responsibility and the extent of targeting).

4- 4.7% of women were targeted to impact their candidacy, which is low in terms of
numbers but has a significant impact on political participation, especially in local
contexts with limited representation.

5- 16.5% of women have experienced a direct societal impact (marginalization,
isolation), which confirms that online violence extends beyond platforms to affect
women's social status in a conservative environment.

6- Recurring exclusionary vocabulary refers to a collective and structured pattern of
discourse, not just on an individual basis. This is likely politically or ideologically
motivated.

7- Violent discourse uses misinterpretation of religion and identity as tools of exclusion
as it is used to delegitimize the moral and political legitimacy of women.

8- Symbolic violence associated with demonization (2.3%) coincides with a call for

direct physical violence (1.6%) such as incitement to beat or kill, indicating a serious
escalation from symbolic smearing to physical threats.

9- Women who are less visible (such as advocates) have been impacted by less
violence, reflecting that the campaign of online violence is being used as a deterrent
against women who have a direct influence on the political process.

10- The vocabulary used combines a moral, religious, and political nature, making it more
difficult to resist this rhetoric legally and reinforcing its acceptance in the conservative
Libyan society.

11- This escalating pattern of violence calls for large-scale outreach campaigns by HNEC
and the inclusion of early warning indicators to monitor the escalation of the
discourse from challenging legitimacy to physical threat.
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Derogatory, violent, or hateful phrases repeated in posts targeting women online during the
election period.

Questioning women's political integrity constitutes a direct attack combining moral
accusations (e.g. corruption, betrayal, lying) with political accusations (e.g. agent, Zionist,
normalization).

Degradation and discrimination against women:
It falls under a discourse that attempts to dehumanize women, shrink them socially, and link
their existence to inferiority, helplessness and filth.

Inherited cultural sayings:

The overlap between cyber violence and the use of religious misinterpretation to justify
women's exclusion negatively impacts the inclusivity of the electoral process.

Insulting certain female political figures:

The repetition of offensive terms against women politicians “in negative or satirical contexts”
refers to the collective targeting of any post that encourages the positive presence of women
and their campaigns.
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The remaining statistics (women’s relatives, influencers, supporters, and observers) indicate
that the targeting goes beyond women politicians and impacting the circles around them,
which expands the scope of intimidation and social deterrence.
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The majority of posts related to online violence (73%) are direct verbal abuse through
inappropriate and indecent descriptions, which represents a direct attempt to delegitimize
women politicians or those working in the public space by questioning their integrity, abilities
and competence.

Almost a third (33%) of the content attributes negative acts to women, such as bribery or
collusion, which leads to suggestions of corruption and illegitimacy.

28% express verbal or polemical opposition; although it does not fall under direct violence, it
is repeated in a hostile tone that contributes to fueling the atmosphere towards political
polarization and exclusion of women.

Demonization and dehumanization (2.36%) are a concerning indicator because they open the
door from psychological to physical violence.

Direct threats of violence or murder represent only (1.27%) and (0.36%), yet it is a very serious
indicator because it expresses a willingness to direct incitement in some contexts.
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Symbolic Violence as an Exclusion Mechanism

There is a decline in direct violence (such as threats or advocacy of physical violence);
however, this does not indicate the absence of violence, but rather shows that online
violence takes a soft but pervasive and dangerous societal form, with the aim of
delegitimization and social rejection.

The Presence of some Criminal Practices, even if they are rare

Sexual harassment, posting inappropriate content, and manipulating images are practices that
are still used, which means there is a need to integrate the judiciary and rule of law
institutions in the approach to combating cyberviolence, especially during election periods.
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Women working in political positions are the most prominent target of online violence at
more than 61%, reflecting the extent to which women are targeted when they are active and
influential in decision-making.

Women working in governmental institutions are also exposed to a high rate of online
violence (30%), suggesting that the mere participation in public work exposes women to
online attacks - going beyond running for candidacy.

The rate of violence against women candidates (2.80%), although it appears to be low, it is
strategically concerning because it is associated with the election period, i.e., any sensitive
phase that could lead to women withdrawing or lead to reluctancy in participating.
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The Effect of Online Violence: From Psychological Harm to Undermining
Political Participation

The psychological impact is the most severe and prevalent, as online violence against women
leaves deep psychological effects. Since it occurs in the digital space, it is the most accessible
to the public and the most difficult to identify the perpetrator and ensure that they are
prosecuted. This indicates that the main goal of cyberviolence is to exclude women from
participation and reduce the public's confidence in their competence and ability to participate
through using humiliating and morally deterring language. This falls in line with documented
patterns of violence (insults, bullying, mocking images...) which affects women's chances of
reaching decision-making positions as well as affecting their self-confidence. Though it is
noted that societal harm appears as a secondary impact, nevertheless it has serious
repercussions considering that 16.57% of those who have been exposed to cyberviolence
have suffered from social isolation or marginalization. This means that cyberviolence goes
beyond the virtual space to affect the women in a society like Libya.

caisll il The percentage of violence that caused or may
have caused women to withdraw from candidacy
reaches (4.76%), which is a dangerous indicator if
compared to the low percentage of women's
registration and candidacy in general; therefore, it
can be said that cyberviolence may be one of the
reasons for women's reluctance to participate in
the electoral process, which in turn affects the
inclusiveness of the elections.

In addition, the presence of “other violence
e impact” as 0.31% reflects that some of the damage
7835% does not fall within normal classifications and may
include security threats, occupational
repercussions, or family disturbances.

Hate speech tactics: Undermining Women’s Reputation and Competence
rather than Resorting Direct Violence

More than 80% of the tactics used revolve around attacking reputation and community status.
Instead of direct threats, "soft" but effective means are used, such as questioning competence
(34.91%), shaming and ostracism (28.95%), and spreading rumors (18.51%). This reflects an
attempt to exclude women from the public space and create a perception towards women
that they are incompetent, and that politics is not a suitable field for women's participation
without resorting to direct threats.
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@ Benghazi, followed by Misrata, Tarhuna, and Al-
Khums. These cities are not only large, populated
areas, but also hubs for political and media
activity, which reinforces the hypothesis that the
increasing visibility of women in the public space
— especially during electoral processes or in
decision making positions — leads to an escalation
| ofviolent discourse against them.
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Given the political context and timetable for Libya's 2025 electoral process in the second
municipal council election cycle, the rise in hate speech in the following periods can be
explained as follows:

1. End of February: This increase coincided with the start of the Candidate Nomination
period, where women candidates faced a wave of criticism, personal attacks and
challenges to their eligibility, in an attempt to discourage them from participating in
politics.

2. Early March: Online violence spiked with some prominent female names announcing
their intention to run, sparking a wave of incitement and attacks against them, often
from anonymous accounts or group pages.

3. End of April: Violent online campaigns escalated following the emergence of more
visible election campaigns for some women, in which they were linked to moral and
personal accusations within a systematic discourse to discredit them to the public.

4. End of June: This period witnessed another peak of violence with the controversy over
the electoral process, as some attacks targeted HNEC.
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Subsequently, the posts classified as alarming are reviewed by an in-depth trained monitoring
team in HNEC, where the content is reviewed and determines whether it is impactful on the
political situation and the electoral process. As for posts that are shown to be irrelevant, they
are excluded. The monitoring team also contributes to providing a deeper analysis of the posts
and identifying patterns of violence and the social and political context associated with them.

Mapping OVAW in Politics:

Who? Where? and How?

Detailed data indicate that OVAW in the Libyan political space is concentrated almost
exclusively on social media sites, prominently Facebook, which accounted for 97% of violent
posts, compared to only 3% on X/Twitter, and less than 1% on website articles.

These statistics confirm that the most active and

influential online environment in Libya — especially
‘ Facebook — constitutes the main channel for violent
discourses, due to a number of reasons: its popularity
and ease of content circulation; the difficulty of
identifying the source of violence, especially if it is
posted by fake anonymous accounts; the weakness of
the technical capabilities of the rule of law institutions
to ensure the prosecution of the perpetrators; and
the legislative gap in criminalizing online violence in
the electoral process as an electoral crime.

97.1%

Jorus @ g7 @3 e

In terms of the gender of the content creators, the
data shows that 45% of monitored posts were made
0 by men, while 37% of posts were made by women,
18% of posts were posted by unknown accounts.
These data require careful and in-depth analysis, as
they show that violent online discourse directed
against women does not only originate from men,
i 37.37% but sometimes women may participate — for a
variety of reasons, including social pressure or
following the same exclusionary discourse against
women — in spreading verbal violence against other
women, especially if they are social actors or
political participants.
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. Strengthening the capacity of the Monitoring Unit within HNEC in terms of monitoring,
analysis and reporting training to monitor provocative or violent posts against women.

5. Work with social media platforms to restrict accounts that post hate speech against
women in the electoral process, whether the target is women candidates or HNEC
employees.

6. Launching outreach campaigns for citizens about the negative impact of OVAW in
relation to elections and women's political participation and its impact on the
inclusiveness of the electoral process.

7. The need to provide a safe environment for women's participation in elections and to
address hate speech in electoral civic education programs.

8. Establish channels of communication with actors and specialists in the field of
combating violence against women, such as rule of law institutions, relevant ministries,
and civil society organizations.

9. Integrate the report recommendations in the Women Support Unit’s (WSU) workplan in
HNEC.

A Fractioned Electoral Status and Cyberviolence Targeting Women in Libya

During the first half of 2025, Libya witnessed an electoral movement reflected in holding
municipal council elections amid sharp political polarization, which began with the Candidate
Nomination phase. This was accompanied by intensive campaigns on social media.

In the current state of Libya, patterns of cyberviolence directed against women, especially
women candidates or those holding official positions, have emerged. This pattern has posed
a dual threat: the exclusion of women from the political space on the one hand, and the
undermining of the credibility of electoral processes and institutions on the other.

During the period from 1 January to 26 June 2025, the E-Monitor platform monitored and
analyzed 85,801 posts (40,800 on X/Twitter and 45,001 on Facebook), and 610 posts were
monitored and analyzed by monitors. The monitored posts are on Libyan women in the
political space in general and the electoral context in particular. The report highlights an
escalation in OVAW on Facebook, specifically targeting women politicians, women candidates
and HNEC staff workers through hate speech and spreading rumors.

The Methodology for Monitoring Violent Online Content

The monitoring process was carried out using a digital system which focuses on monitoring
posts containing online violence directed against women participating in political life and
elections. It collects posts from influential accounts and pages in the community and then
analyzes them using Al to identify content that may be concerning or violent.
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Overview — Key Points and Recommendations

This document is an analysis of online violence against women (OVAW) in the electoral space
in Libya during the period of 1 January to 26 June 2025 through the data analysis of
approximately 610 online posts. They have shown concerning indicators that call for a
strategic response by the High National Elections Commission and its partners.

Key Points

e Hate speech against women candidates has escalated: More than 72% of violent posts
have targeted women candidates or women who assume a political position.

e  Escalating intensity of psychological violence: 89% of posts formed patterns of violent
discourse against women through insults, stigmatization, ridiculing, and accusations.

e Data analysis results have shown that the most used platform to target women is
Facebook, where approximately 97% of the posts were monitored as OVAW.

o  77% of the posts included direct contempt for women’s personalities or appearances,
not for their political positions.

e The perpetrators are mostly fake accounts, which complicates the response to the
violence.

e Escalation of attacks on HNEC: Several posts were monitored that carried violent rhetoric
against the HNEC and its members (especially the women).

e Therate of hate speech directed at women working in ministries, municipalities and HNEC
is higher than the hate speech directed at independent candidates.

e Violence takes a discriminatory form against women in which the focus is on appearance,
origins, attire, and skepticism on women's social "legitimacy."

Strategic recommendations for HNEC

1. Present recommendations to the Legislative Authority on the inclusion of clear texts in
electoral laws concerning OVAW in Elections.

2. Adopting a Code of Conduct which includes texts on renouncing online violence in all
shapes and forms.

3. The creation of a parallel channel to receive calls from the women targeted with online
violence campaigns which have not been monitored by the platform.
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